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the minds of the people into unreasoning obedience, has in it
something of grandeur which delights his imagination. But
there is nothing fine in the shabby tricks and jobs of office;
and Mr. Southey, accordingly, has no toleration for them.
When a Jacobin, he did not perceive that his system led
logically, and would have led practically, to the removal of
religious distinctions. He now commits a similar error.
He renounces the abject and paltry part of the creed of his
party, without perceiving that it is also an essential part of
that creed. He would have tyranny and purity together;
though the most superficial observation might have shown
him that there can be no tyranny without corruption.

It is high time, however, that we should proceed to the
consideration of the work which is our more immediate subject,
and which, indeed, illustrates in almost every page our general
remarks on Mr. Southey's writings. In the preface, we are
informed that the author, notwithstanding some statements
to the contrary, was always opposed to the Catholic Claims.
We fully believe this ; both because we are sure that Mr.
Southey is incapable of publishing a deliberate falsehood,
and because his assertion is in itself probable. We should
have expected that, even in his wildest paroxysms of demo-
cratic enthusiasm, Mr. Southey would have felt no wish to
see a simple remedy applied to a great practical evil. We
should have expected that the only measure which all the great
statesmen of two generations have agreed with each other in
supporting would be the only measure which Mr. Southey
would have agreed with himself in opposing. He has passed
from one extreme of political opinion to another, as Satan
in Milton went round the globe, contriving constantly to
" ride with darkness/' Wherever the thickest shadow of the
night may at any moment chance to fall, there is Mr. Southey.
It is not every body who could have so dexterously avoided
blundering on the daylight in the course of a journey to the

antipodes.

#          #          #          *

It is not by the intermeddling of Mr. Southey's idol, the
omniscient and omnipotent State, but by the prudence and
energy of the people, that England has hitherto been carried
forward in civilisation; and it is to the same prudence and
the same energy that we now look with comfort and good hope.